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Ga0 CYPRINODUNTID A&,

vated in males. Caudal fin rounded, with the basul third scaly ; the
lower rays of the eaudal fin of the male are produced into a long
sword-shaped appendage which in the adult is nearly as long as the
body of the fish. Ventrul immediately below the origin of the dorsal
in beth 5. Anal of the male modified into an infromittent organ,
onte or two of the enlarged rays having several hook-like processes
at thelr estremitics. The free portion of the tail is two-thieds as
high as long in males, and a little lower in females. Laieral line
indistinet,  Candal appendage of the male yellow, with black cdges.
Coeniral America.

1‘2”' fia
Two vellowish-green bands along the side, separated, and bor-
dered above and below, by a blue band.
@b, c-d. Males and females, River Chisoy. From the Collection
of Messts, Godman and Salvin,
e, Mule: skeleton, River Chisoy.
Vi, 3.
The middle blue bund darkest, black, running from the eye to,
and along the upper border of, the candal appendage.
> g-l. Adult males.  Cordova, '
m. Halfgrown male. Mexico. Vrom AL Salld’s Collection, Caudal
appendage very short.

- Vo v
Body withont hands, covered all over with irregular black spots.
g Males. River Chisoy, From the Collection of Messes, God-
man and Salvin,

18, PLATYPECILUS.

Cleft of the mouth small, transverse, mandible very short, with
the bones ot united, the dentary being moveable, Suout not pro-
duced, Both jaws with a single series of small, pointed teeth.
Seales rather large.  Origin of the anal fin behind that of the dorsal,
Qoxes differentiated?  Intestinal tract with numerous convolutions.
Mud-ecating.

Central America.

Although we know only the fomale of this fish, we conclude, from
its close aflinity to Pecilic and Mollienesia, that the anal fin of the
male is similady modified,

1. Platypecilus maculatus.
D.10. A9 V.6 L lat. 25, T, transv. 8.

Body much compressed and olevated, ifs greatest depth being
below the origin of the dorsal fin, and contained twice and one-
thivd in the total (without candal). Head less compressed than the
body, the width of the interorbital space being noarly two-thirds of
the length of the head, which is fwo-sevenths of the total (without




19, airanmyus, 3a1

candaly. The diameter of the eye is more than the length of the
stout, and one-third of the length of the head. The dorsal fin is
vather large, longer than high, and its origin is a Hitle nearer to
the root of the caudal than to the extremity of the snout.  Anal
smaldl, its orvigin being opposite to the widdle of the dorsal.  Candal
 rounded; the free portion of the fail is short and high, its least
depth being equal to the length of the head or to the distance be-
tween doveal and candal.  The pectoral extends considerably beyond
. the}mat of the veutral, and the ventral reaches the origin of the
anal.

Brownish elive, with a roundish black spot on the middle of the
1oot of the caudal; a blackish spot on the middle of the side of the
frunk. Dorsal sometimes densely spotted swith black; the lower
margin of the anal and fhe upper and lower margins of the caudal
Bl

Mexiea.

a-b, One inch and a half long,  From M. Sallés Collection.

19. GIRARDINUS.
18313 p. 934

Ueft of the mouth small, mandible very short, with the bones not
united, the dentary being moveable.  Snoul not produced, with the
lower jaw more or less prominent.  Both jaws with a single Serdes
of slender, moveable, poiuted tecth, contracted af the base.  Seales
rathier large.  Origin of the anal fin genevally in advance of, rarely
opposite to, that of the dorsal. Anal fin of the male modified into
an intromittent organ and much advanced. Intestinal tract with
numerous convolutions. Mud-cating.

West Indies; Southern parts of North America,

Girardinug, Poey, Meom, Cub, 4, {

1. Girardinus uninofatus.

Poey, Mem. Cub. ii. (1858) p. 30,
. B.5 D9 A 1L L.lat 35
- The height of the body is one-fifth of the total length (with the
_ candaly, the length of the head two-clevenths or one-sixth. Kye
_ longer than the snout, and contained twice and three-fourths in the
length of the head. The dorsal fin of the female commeneces in the
- middle of the total length; ventrals reaching the vent.  Anal pro-
~ coss of the male very long, equal in length to its distance from the
_end of the snout, terminating in @ elasper.  Groenish brown, with a
large round spot on the side, opposite the vent. (Poen)
 Uuba; river Tacotaco.

2. Girardinus metallicus.
Poey, L. p. 887, lam. 31 figs, 8-11.
B5 D9 A1l V.e L 1ab 80 Vert. 13/20,
~ The height of the body is somewhat more than the length of the



